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Fresh off an extensive U's [.'IfEl'l‘gr common knowledge that Hnbe:t Trent eres-
renovation, The designed one of Atlanta's most prestigious golf temples _
Standard Club is when he built Peachtree Golf Club for Bobby Jones in _ i ;
poised o assume its 1947, Less commonly known, however, is that the course that .
place among Atlanta’s naw sits secluded off Ashford-Dunweody Road in north ’

elite golf clubs. Brookhaven was actually Jones' second design for the club. His
first plans for Peachtree were for & property just more than a
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mile to the southwest between Roxboro Road and North Difids
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PRIVATE MATTERS: THE STANDARD CLUB

optionsd to The Standard Club, whese
meembers had begun to take an interest
in a golf course of their own.

Theoagh it wouldn't be entirely
accurate to say that The Standard Club

defenses, Hills looped The Standard
Club's outward nine through the gentle
hills of a higher section of the property
before dropping it down on the inward
half to a flatter, lowland region along

gt the "original”™ Peachires Golf Club Johns Creek ar che bose of a Bluff.
course, the membership did, in facr, use Krnown for superlative conditions and
Jones" desipn = with a the splendid,

few madifications — o THEm m uncrowded serting

build irs course in 1947,

{there are o homes or

Dhaluh, Gl

For more than 35 years, 770497, 000 momebevelchb omp imtrusions on the
ﬂ'll.-'ws'.rlﬁl‘ll.{iﬂ'ﬁl ﬂuh P rmm 50 145 'I:I-H.-ll-'h¢]'. Tl"I= Shll'h:}-!ll"d
meerbers entenained P72 GEI @l TiZ 14 Club consistently
m.;d played p:&I-F Iih:rc . ::E ;ﬁ: ﬁ :gi mktd high among
while property values in P72 S0 g52 1 Cotlantaarea chub
Buckhead and COLIPSES,
whtn rose ml mﬂﬁ By 2004, however,
dramatically. By the spornd by Tee members the greens were
carly 19805, the club beginning o show cheir
was looking to do what lstiatien Fee: 532 000 age, To remedy several
s many other Atlanta Meathly Deex: $254 sewsonally diseased
clubs have done over cormplexes and
the vears: liquidate its mm persistent problems with
iM-TowTL propenty o tiing rmoms; baloom: mesting the first hole cosed by
relocare somewhere OO locker FOOes:; 161608 COWlS suspeCT COTSITSCEION
north into the booming lourindoor); squash, basketbal ad (1o abound as o
suburbs and closer to ROeOR W RO POME.  har bjects were
where the majority of its unearthed beneath the
membership now lived, greens), the club

Ir &t deal with Technology decided to fund an extensive greens and
Park/Arlanea in 1983, The Seandard bunkers renovation. SubAir Systems

Club swapped its Brookhaven propernty
fiar more than 300 acres of forested land
in Dulueh near Johns Creek. There,
Arthur Hills — who would later make a
name for himself with his designs at
nearky Colf Club of Geosgia, a job he
got based in part on his work for The
Standard Club = built 13 holes that
rosmed quistly through the scenic
property, the construction costs of which
were funded by Technology
Park/Arlanta as par of the deal.

The new Standard Club course,
complemented by a prominent new
clubhouse, rennis and racquet counts and
swimming pool, opened in 1987, Using a
minimum of bunkering and simple,
angled green complexes s the principle
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were installed o control moisture levels
and monitor air flow beneath the
putting surfaces. Atlanta-bosed archivect
Mike Riley orchestrated the greens
renovation and when The Standard
Club recpened in May 2005, members
once again had a golf course o match
the, well, elite standands of their histaric
club.

*“It always had a pood reputation with
the land,” says Steve Roper, the club's
general manager. “The destim is spread
ot over 300 acres and houses aren't on
top of you, 5o it always was a special
property. And this chub's been around
long enough that ics known all over the
country.”

While i may now be recopnized

nationwide for its golf and amenities,
The Standard Clubwas originally
chartered as a social organization known
as the Concordia Club in 1866,
establishing it as Atlanta’s oldest still-
existing club. Concordia’s founders were
Jewish residents of German and
Hungarian descent, and the club
provided them a lively environment for
socializing, meetings, ams and activiries
thiat preserved their Germanic hentage.

Aot from the beginning the
Concordia Club was nomadic, moving
from its original building on Whitehall
Street to subsequent locations ae
Mitchell Sereer, Marietra Street and
back to Mitchell Strect, Though the
original tie binding the members was a
common German ancestry, by the num
of the century it was almost exclusively
their Jewish faich that brought members
£ the club.

A lull in membership prompeed
prominent Jewish businesmen and
remaining Concordia members o
reorganize a5 The Standard Club in
1904. The club grew but was still
searching for a permanent bome. [n
1912, it hosted balls, recitals, dinners,
cand and even bowling games in a lavish
residence on Washingron Street. The
club built a new Georgian clubhouse 17
years kater on Ponce de Leon Boulevard,
where activitbes such as swimming and
rennis flourished, [t was only nameral
that by 1946 one of the citys most
exclusive and esteemed clubs would
become interested inogolf, and it was
then that the Roxboro Road property
became available. The Standard Club’s
history of growth and continual
northward movement peaked with its
final relocation 1o a 125,000-square-foot
clubhouse in Duluth.

With its impressive facilities and the
recently compleved renovation, golf
miembers have never had it so good. The
club selected Riley to carry out the
changes in large pant because of the
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work he did renovaring Adanta Counery
Club's greens, but also because they
kl"ll_"c'l' |h|.' CoMIrse “'III.'II'.l. reCeie I:li.": EIJII
avtention, Riley, who lives nearby, spent
nearly every constnection day at the
couirse, sometimes accompanied by his
wife, making interprevive changes in the
beld while working and reworking
Fl."l.'ll.'l iII'II.I l"'llllhl'r i.'rlll'll.]"ll.'.":L":"l 'l-'a'|1|'| 11I.'|
The results ane striking. By basically

"r|.'-i||1:||q||'||:|1|5" 111I." |'|I:II1IEI.':I'II:|||,:_i!I1I.I mreen
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complex details, Riley has completely
alvered the characrer of The Standard
Club, taking it from whar was
considered a solid if unspectacular
design o one of the most vividly
rendered courses in the region, He added
approsimately 30 bunkers to the course,
|:|l|:'|.i|:'|.'.-||!||||.,'|I I'l.i".\' q.:n.':nl, H:ll-l'l-::ll L |I'|I.-|.d
renditions and carving his own
irregularly shaped hazands o the
slopes. The rough edges and neutral-
colored sand marches the neepedness of
the: site, and the shaping often bleeds on
the besck edpe into the surrounding
veperation.

Working in the general footprints of
Hilks' EreenE, H||L1,' alvered and enlurped
meost purting surfaces whilbe better
integrating them into the summounding
slopes, albowing shoulders and ridges wo
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slide from one elevation down onto the
green surfaces to create contour from
outward im. The arristic bunkering and
tie-ins betwern greenscapes and thieir
settings accentuate the site’s indigenous
srengths while adding a new dimension
of playability into the approach shoes.
“Some of that contour is used to your
achvantage. If vou can hit it in the righe
spot, it will foed o the hale but if you
hir it five feet to the right of that spot, i
will Feed awsy from the hole,” Riley s,

“Ie will take a lirtle while (for the
members) to understand where they can
use the green slopes to their advantage
in certain pin bocations, There ane o kot
of liztle things out there that will ke
discovered in time.”

Like most who have had the
OppOartUiIey K '|'l|:|g,' The Standard Cluib,
Riley was impressed with the property
the frst time he saw i "It was already
there o begin with, The serring was
very natural, and also in that natural
setting was the tall grasses and *look” of
the polf course, which & completely
different from anything in Atlanta. So
that’s what [ tried to play upon.™

I particulas, Riley expanded the
bunkering and wse of the grasses around
the bunkers to “make them more

visually exciting so they added 1o the

composition of the golf holes.” The
renovation also inchsded the softening
of several extreme atens such w the
tilted landing area of the pard second
and the high bank down the left sde of
the 320-vard seventh. A severe slope
cutting across the fairways of the ninth
ard the 18th, which paralle] each other,
also was lowered, resulting in grearer
visibility — and drama — for the second
shots.

Agather focus af the renovation was
o add stravegic variery o the par 35
while making the four par 3s more
artrsctive. T e downbill 17eh always beoas
been amoeng Atlanra’s favorite par 3s,
but even it was improved by enlarging
thie water feamure short of the green,
reconfiguring the bunkering and clearing
the vegetation from the natural
escarpment of red rock behind e Mow,
The Standard Club's quarter of ome-sho
holes can be considered among the most
mermionble in the state.

=I think they're as scrong as
anywhere,” Riley says. "It turned out
thar | had great land po work with = all
the things were there o creare whar we
did. It just needed some oweaking,”

Liake, for rmstance, the sixth hale.
The wild broom sedpe berween the tee
and green was partially cleared and in its
place a rough and randomly vegetated
swasteland was creared, a scene that
cvokes images of Pine Yalley, “You come
around that comer and you're like, ‘Holy
LT, ! JiJ:‘t'I hl:'l.-:m' IJ'II.\ WS i .|"'|.I!|:|.'|'|I::|.."'
Riley says

With Rileys work complete and the
sterling touch of superintendent Mike
Brown, who came cver from Hawk's
Ridge last November to oversee the
growen, Arlaneas oldest club has
demonstrated a sudden, cutring-edge
intuition. The members will reap the
rewands, a8 The Standasd Club
rransitions from one of Adanta'’s great
s il clubs into one of its great golf
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